 

 

Saturday, 20th April
 

Balmain Rovers (0) 2 Leichhardt Saints (0) 0
 

Rovers (4-4-2); Shaw - Linton, O'Shea, Picard, Hull - Hickey, White, Treccani, Uematsu - Worthy, Fiorenza.
 

Goals: Uematsu, Fiorenza.

 

This was a fine autumn afternoon at our new home patch and, with a bare 11 players at our disposal and a return to a 4-4-2 formation, who would play where and what needed to be done was also pretty clear. In truth, the first 45 minutes were pretty even with few chances created and stoppages aplenty. Highlights for Rovers included Worthy finding the crossbar from close range after Treccani's hard, low drive towards goal and one of Uematsu's trademark scissor kicks, which alas was also too high. At the other end, Shaw breathed a sigh of relief when a fierce short smacked against our left upright after Leichhardt's lively, nuggetty striker had turned and let fly. The first half's only other alarming moments came from a free kick awarded on the edge of the box following a foul from O'Shea (which was wasted) and, soon after, when a great piece of defending from Linton snuffed out a dangerous situation.
 

While this wasn't what you'd call a dirty game, it was one littered with free kicks, harsh or otherwise, and many unsuccessful appeals for free kicks. In the second half this had the effect of winding up the Saints' to the extent that they seemed to forget about playing football, which boded well for Balmain as a distracted opposition began to concede abundant possession. Rovers probed for openings and persevered with a passing style, while for some bizarre reason Leichhardt reverted to lumping the ball forward down the centre of the pitch in what I can only assume was an attempt to exploit vertically-challenged Rovers such as White and O'Shea. Inevitably, those two in particular, were having a field day heading the ball forward where our attacking players were generally first to the loose ball.
 

As the workload on the defence decreased, a high line was able to be maintained and, with Hickey and Uematsu constantly beating and dragging their fullbacks to the bylines, a Balmain goal seemed increasingly probable. But this is Balmain Rovers we're talking about, so there was a collective sigh of relief when...
 

Hickey cut inside from the left and shot goalwards. Sure, it was a bit of a miss-hit but the ball landed conveniently at the feet of Uematsu standing near the far post and he produced a cute back heel, which bamboozled their 'keeper with the help of a bit of spin. Finally: Rovers' first goal of the season.
 

A second followed not too long after as Worthy and Fiorenza took advantage of half the opposition's players complaining to the ref for an offside call to exchange passes; the senior of the attacking duo eventually found himself in a goalscoring position where he had time to settle, have a bit of a listen to the bickering defenders now some 10 yards behind, pick his spot and drive into the net for 2-0. 
 

3 - Matt Linton
2 - Gotaro Uematsu
1 - Adam White
