Match Report – Balmain Rovers vs Wanderers
13/08/06
Line-up:
Shaw; Wootton, Linton (Felix, 35), Wragg, Hull; Penman, See, Bush, Wiles; James M, Stubbs
Goals: See 30, Stubbs 66.
Cards: James (Yellow)

The sun was shining on Easton Park and the boys were pumped having come off their first victory of the season, just 24 hours earlier. With the slightly dubious huddle, and an almost rousing ‘Rovers’ call completed, the game kicked off. Possibly one of the most complete halves of football the Rovers have played all season with good communication and control, the ball was finding feet or being put through gaps for players to run on too. Rovers used the width of the park well and it was from a cross from the right corner that Rovers first goal was scored. The ball floated in towards the front post found Jeff See’s head and was hammered home with precision. Rather than resulting in complacence the goal further rallied the team to put in a complete 45 minute effort, going into the break Rovers were in a well deserved strong position.
Half time: 1-0 Rovers
The threat of another huddle prior to beginning the second half scared Rovers into continuing their solid performance. With slightly more emphasis on defence there were some tense moments in front of goal however Shaw was in form in front of goal. Wragg, who was inspired by a wife on the sideline who is about to burst at any moment, and Wootton held firm at the back with Hull and Felix (who we are led to believe had been running most of the day, starting with a breezy 14 km in the morning) running like madmen to defend as well as take advantage of attacking opportunities. Kristian Wiles presented a new dimension (height) in the midfield, coupled with his deft touch and tireless support from Dave Hull there were many promising runs on the left wing in front of a cheering Rovers crowd. The right wing was also producing many threatening runs which tired the Wanderers defence more than the Rovers athletic right side.   It was a shade unexpected however when Rovers notched up a second goal in the 66th minute via a Stubbs corner, what exactly transpired for the ball to end up in the goal is unclear (it just sailed straight in – ed), what is for certain is that the ball was in the goal and Rovers had a solid advantage which, based on the previous hour, they were not going to let go of. Wanderers put in some strong advances in the final stages but once again Wragg, Wootton and Shaw made sure Rovers held on to their comfortable margin, and their first clean sheet in 25 games!
Possibly the best 90 minutes of football Rovers have played all season and a thoroughly deserved result, capping off a successful weekend. 
Full time: 2-0 Rovers

Pele Points: 
3 – Jeff See, masterful in midfield once again
2 – Jim Wragg, solid as ever at the back and bringing a family of supporters including a heavily pregnant wife, tremendous effort from the Wragg clan
1 – Kristian Wiles, a formidable presence in midfield
