Match Report – Balmain Rovers vs Strathfield
12/08/06
Line-up:
Shaw; Wootton, Linton (James M, 70), Williams, Hull; Felix, See, Pachero (James J 60), Penman (Bush, 45); Briscoe, Stubbs.
Goals: See 80, Briscoe 89
Cards: Pachero, Wootton (Yellows)

An assortment of heavy defeats and close draws had taken its toll on a Balmain team lacking a win and more importantly yellow cards. One can not help but draw parallels to the indiscipline and relative success of last year’s team with the bunch of pussy cats that had been assembling this year.

Fatherhood had seen Wootty take a more mature approach to his regular Saturday afternoon hack-a-thon; while other ‘physical’ players such as McLeod had departed these fine shores. 
Desperate to change the fortunes of a Balmain team lacking confidence, Stew insisted on a group hug. The stench of the previous night’s alcohol on Briscoe’s breath invigorated a team weary from a hard week at work.  However, this togetherness did not last long. Within 25 minutes Balmain were staring another defeat in the eyes. 

Conceding a goal would later prove to be a pivotal moment in the game. Suddenly, the indiscipline returned and an assortment of mistimed tackles from Ruy and Wootty roused the troops. The comeback reached a climax when Ruy smashed Strathfield’s right midfielder off the park. The referee beckoned Ruy, brandished the yellow card and informed him that any further indiscretions would result in him playing the rest of the game in his pants and vest. 
Half time: 1-0 Strathfield
In the second half Balmain took the game by the scruff of the neck. Constant pressure and terrific interplay from the midfield and forwards saw a stream of chances created. Free kick followed free kick as pressure continued to be applied on Strathfield. This was the Balmain of old. 
Wootty picked up a yellow card for some mischief near the half way line. To his dismay he was unable to verbally abuse the referee for the caution due to the card being showed behind his back. However, the scouse maestro set about picking up an allusive second yellow or straight red.

Then the break through. Stubbs whipped a ball to the near post. Williams flicked the ball straight down the throat of the opposition keeper, who repaid the favour by spilling the ball into the path of the oncoming See. The midfield dynamo’s eyes lit up as he spanked the ball into a relatively unguarded net. 

Balmain sought to add to the goal and produced a number of chances; however, this was not one way traffic. Matt, Wooty and Dave excelled at the back. Furthermore, Stew ‘the cat’ Shaw saved Balmain’s bacon several times. 

The pressure was starting to tell and Balmain’s strict fitness regime was starting to reap its rewards. Strathfield’s midfielder “ET” seemed flustered by the attention of the Balmain defence and midfielders. Tempers flared several times, which nearly resulted in our extra terrestrial friend departing from the pitch.

Then the winner. A precise ball played into the path of Briscoe. Holding off a defender for the best part of 15 metres, Briscoe swept the ball past the keeper, provoking celebrations all over the park. The final minutes ticked down and Balmain had won the first game of the season and what an achievement. 
Full time: 2-1 Rovers
Pele Points:
3 – Ruy (tenacity, courage and plenty of tackles)
2 – Wootty (showed glimpses of the form that saw him miss half of last season due to suspension)
1 – Briscoe (a constant threat upfront and clinical when it mattered most)
