Match Report – Sunday 18th June – Balmain Rovers vs. Abbotsford at Timbrell Park
Rovers 1 (1) – Abbotsford 2 (2)
Rovers Line-up: Shaw – Vince (Owens 65), Rui, Wootton, Linton – Hull, Felix, See, James J – Stubbs (c), James M
Cards: Vince - Yellow, Rui – Red
Goal: James M (33)
Balmain verses Abbotsford was the second game of the weekend for Rovers so there were a few tired legs out there and maybe a few sore heads as well.  The game started slowly but Balmain seemed to be able to control play with some good passing.   Unfortunately Rovers had a few periods where they tended to lose focus which resulted in Abbotsford going ahead 1-0.   Rovers kept their heads up and were able to even the score up.  Stubbs took the ball down the right wing to the touch line and put in a beautiful cross for Mike James (the faster of the two James brothers) to head into the back of the net.  The excitement was short lived as Abbotsford quickly got their one goal advantage back with a drive from the edge of the area.     

H/T (1 – 2)

The second half started with Rovers again playing well with some good passing.  Nick managed to receive a yellow card for arguing with the referee.  As the game progressed Rovers had several opportunities to tie the game.  With 15 minutes to go things started to heat up as Rovers continued to push for an equalizer.   Abbotsford’s left midfielder punted the ball out of touch after the referee called a foul.  This led to some confusion on which Abbotsford player kicked the ball out of touch.  After much debate the offender was sent off for a second yellow and the Abbotsford captain was also shown the red card for trying to deceive the referee.   Balmain failed to take advantage of their numerical superiority and actually played worse with two extra men.  With several minutes left in the match Rui was sent of for his second booking of the day.   Balmain was again unlucky to come out of this game without a point to show for their effort.  
F/T (1 – 2)

Pele Points:

3 – James M
2 – Stubbs
1 – Wootton
