Match Report – Saturday 17th June – Balmain Rovers vs. Balmain Wanderers at Timbrell Park
Rovers 1 (1) – Wanderers 1 (1)

Rovers Line-up: Shaw – Vince, Wragg, Owens (Rui 45), Wootton (Hull 65) – Felix (Linton 65), See, Penman, James J – Stubbs (c), James M

Goal: - Stubbs (33)

This eagerly anticipated Balmain derby saw a very encouraging performance from a much-improved Rovers side, which would inevitably end up in a familiar draw.  The opening minutes produced some neat passing play from the home side in their familiar 4-4-2 formation.  Despite dominating possession, chances were limited to a couple of long-range efforts from Stubbs which flew wide of the goal.  Wanderers were similarly struggling for goal opportunities thanks to a solid defence marshalled excellently by Wootton.  However, against the run of play it was the visitors who broke the deadlock when a hopeful long ball fell to an opposition forward who finished from close range.  The lead didn’t last long though.  On the half hour mark the ball fell to M James just outside the penalty area, who after taking an eternity to shoot was clattered by a Wanderers defender.  Screaming like a small dog, James theatrically fell to the floor and a free kick was duly awarded.  Stubbs showed great initiative to take the kick early and curl the ball into the bottom of an empty net.  To everyone’s surprise the Jaws look-alike referee awarded a goal.

H/T (1 – 1)

The second half saw some good link-up play between the midfield and attack culminating in a 6 PASS move, which almost produced a goal.  A long range cross into the box by Felix almost confused the keeper as the wind carried it towards the net.  As the game drew on Rovers began to tire and Wanderers looked the more likely team to score.  Rovers could have clinched a win at the end as the ball fell to M James once more in the penalty area.  Facing just the keeper the striker seemed to momentarily forget the fundamental rule of the beautiful game – to kick the spherical object into the net.  An amazing reflex save from Shaw before the full time whistle ensured that Rovers went home with a share of the points.  Overall, probably a fair result.

F/T (1 – 1)

Pele Points:

3 – Wootton – Solid

2 – Stew – Great Save

1 – M James – Happy Birthday

