Match Report - Sunday 21 May - Balmain Rovers v Jaguars at Jardine Park

The football day began about 2 hours earlier than normal as everyone filled up with petrol, packed their provisions and honed their map reading skills for the journey out to Casula.
Although it didn’t quite end with the right result the reserves set the bench mark for the day in an exhibition of a quality fight back, it was up to the first to try and emulate this spirit without the need for a fight back.

The game almost didn’t start as the home side couldn’t find a willing linesman, however after a few minutes a spring chicken popped up to take the flag and work harmoniously with the referee.

The first half was a fairly tight affair with neither of the teams really dominating.  There was plenty of movement from the new boys Rui and Mickey, neat movement from Jeff in midfield and as has been theme for most of the games this season the defence looked very comfortable.
The closest that rovers got to a goal was long range shot from Rui which didn’t really threaten but was probably closer than anything the Jaguars produced until the dying minutes of the half.   With only a few minutes of the first 45 remaining the Jaguars managed to loop a cross in from the left hand side, one of their guys arrived at the far post and after a fortuitous deflections the Rovers were 1 down.  

The score line was deserved and the Rovers entered the second half confident that their luck would turn.  There was certainly an upping of the tempo with a lot more talking and movement although this wasn’t translating into chances.  Around 15 minutes into the second half disaster struck when one of the Jaguar strikers picked up the ball in the penalty area and slotted it into the net, 2 chances 2 goals not deserved – but that’s football.

This was the wake up call that Balmain shouldn’t have needed – with the entry of Jodee onto the pitch with 30 to go it wasn’t long before the team’s efforts were rewarded with sub scoring from just outside the 6 yard box following some strong approach play.  The last 15 were really dominated by Balmain, manifesting in a really animated Jaguars keeper, we were unlucky not to equalise from another great effort from Jodee.
Again it wasn’t to be, but credit to everyone we hung in their and battled and guys it will come – the luck will turn!! 
Balmain Rovers 1 (0) Jaguars 2 (1)

Balmain Line-up: Champie - Hull, Wootton, Owens, Felix - Wragg, Rui (Humphries 70), See, Penman - Stubbs(c) (Briscoe – 45), James M (Chiltern 55)

Goal: - Chiltern (68)

H/T (0 – 1)

F/T (1 – 2)

Pele Points:

Dave – 3 (Solid in defence and constantly looking to make the forward runs)
Jeff – 1 (Midfield quality)

Erin – 1 (Solid in Defence)
Jodee  - 1 (great contribution in limited time)

