Reserve Grade Match Report – Prestons vs Balmain Rovers 
29/04/07

Team list: Shaw; Vince, Linton (Sub: Kirk 20) (Sub: Huey 46), Owens, Hull; Uematsu, White, Hickey, Oliver; Fiorenza (Sub: Wiles 70), Worthy.

Report by K Wiles

Following a good win for the Reserves against Leichhardt Saints in the previous round, it was a trek south-west to Blamfield Park to take on Prestons. Rovers carried on just where they’d left off against Leichhardt and controlled the early exchanges, which were predominantly played out in the Prestons half of the pitch.

A couple of chances came and went before a trademark Vince set-piece eventually landed at the feet of Andy Kirk who had time to steady himself before burying the ball into the right hand corner of the Prestons net. 1-0 Balmain. The pressure continued throughout the opening period with the industrious midfield pairing of Hickey and White contributing largely to the sustained possession Rovers enjoyed. Indeed, the one goal advantage should have been added to several times before the referee blew for halftime.

The second half saw further chances created for Balmain, many being created from breaks down either flank by wide-men Oliver and Uematsu, the latter falling foul of the Linesman’s flag nigh on ten times. Over-enthusiasm of the midfielder rightly prompted the flag-raising on a couple of occasions, but beyond that the rulings appeared harsh to say the least.

An otherwise accomplished Rovers back four was nevertheless subjected to the occasional moment of danger, prompting goalkeeper Shaw to scurry from his line to clear the danger. One particular incident saw the Prestons attacker being collected as well as the ball, ending the striker’s contribution to the match due to a painful arm injury. Stew has since cleared himself of any involvement. (Whatever!).

A change in personnel up front saw this author enter the fray and definitely should have done better when put clean through by a great ball from Adam Worthy. The finish sadly did not match the build up and attempt to catch the goalie off-guard with an early strike failed miserably as the ball rolled wide of the upright.

The standard of shooting was improved some time later and having set Gotti charging down the left yours truly was able to double Rovers’ advantage with a six-yard screamer, having taken what seemed like an eternity to compose one’s self. Another opportunity was presented when the Prestons offside trap was sprung, though I opted for the elaborate cross to the far post instead of the simple cutback where Nick Vince was waiting to slot the ball home. The chance represented the last real opportunity for Rovers and so the match ended 2-0 to Balmain – a valuable victory despite missed chances.

Pele Points: 3 – Vince, 2 – Worthy, 1 - Uematsu

