First Grade Match Report – Jaguars vs Balmain Rovers 
22/07/06
Team list: Shaw; Wooton, Linton, Owens, Hull; Penman (Sub: Williams 60), See, Wragg, Wiles; Briscoe, Stubbs.
Goal: Penman (55)

Card: Hull (Yellow)

Report by K Wiles

Following the disappointment of the previous week’s result against Dobroyd Gunners, The Rovers headed south and west to Jardine Park, Casula to take on Jaguars, eager to make amends. Survivors from the 2005 season may have taken heart upon first witnessing the playing surface, which featured generous top sand (as opposed to top soil) seemingly imported from Wentworth Park (aka The House Of Pain).

The opening exchanges saw chances at both ends, and your scribe probably should have made a good deal more of an Owens freekick from halfway, which eluded the Jaguars’ defence, but opting to wait til the ball dropped allowed their centreback to recover and the chance was gone. At the other end Rovers were also rather fortunate not to go a goal down as Jaguars’ No. 10 found space in the box, but the header from only six yards out was directed straight into the arms of goalkeeper Shaw.
Grateful for the let off, Rovers began to settle and good work from the Rovers frontline attacking at pace and with direction almost paid dividends for Briscoe but the ball was flat (Richard’s words, not mine). Aside from that, much of the attacking effort was stifled by an Assistant Referee whose flag seemed almost permanently raised for offside.
The first goal of the game came from a Jaguars set piece. The ball was floated in and a lack of concentration by Rovers’ No. 6 allowed a free header which was duly dispatched into the corner of the Rovers net. The blow seemed to spur Balmain onto better things and an equalizer could have come before the break when a cleared corner landed invitingly onto the left boot of Wootton, who’s volley flashed narrowly wide of goal with the Jaguars only able to watch and wait.
Half time: 1-0 Jaguars

As with the previous game, Rovers’ determination was far more apparent in the second period and following a couple of half-chances, a failure to clear the ball by Jaguars defence following good work from Wootton allowed Mickey Penman to execute a sweet volley from outside the box, the ball looping over the head of the goalie and into the net.
All the hard work in finding that equalizer was nearly undone with a swift counter attack down the right flank for Jaguars, though fortunately Linton was on hand to rifle the ball perfectly over the Rovers bar for a corner - textbook defending.
A similar attack for Jaguars further into the second period resulted in home team taking the lead once again. The ball drifted towards the net though it seemed an heroic effort by Wragg on the goal line had averted the danger, only for the Lines-lady to adjudge the ball to have crossed the line (after changing her mind a couple of times for good measure).
Despite the setback, Rovers continued to press forward, particularly through Wootton, galloping down the right flank with serious intent on several occasions. Other chances were created following through balls down the left first by Wragg and then yours truly, the latter effort resulting with a cross from Stubbs flashing across goal but beyond the approaching Briscoe. This proved to be the last act of the match and another narrow defeat for Rovers.
Pele Points: 3 – Wooton, 2 – Wragg, 1 - Hull
