Match Report – Sunday 15th July – Balmain Rovers vs. Dobroyd Gunners at Timbrell Park
Rovers 2 (0) – Gunners 3 (2)
Rovers Line-up: Shaw – Hull, Owens (Wragg 60), Wootton, Linton –, Felix, See, James J – Penman, Wiles (James M 80), Briscoe
Goals: See (#50 - Pen), Briscoe (#65)
Balmain verses Gunners game kicked off with haste from the opposition.  Good movement and aggressive runs from the Gunners somewhat exploited the lack motivation and spirit of the Balmain team.   

Wootty played a good role on the back line, repelling the majority of the Gunners advances, providing two successive through balls through to Briscoe who started pressing the oppositions defences.   An attacking move from Gunners down the left wing came to a halt as Wootty closed down the run, playing a defensive retreat with the keep Shaw, miscommunication on a back pass led to the opposition’s forward to competently round the keeper, placing the ball in the bottom left corner.     

Balmain, retaliated with a ranged effort from Penman, aiming at the keepers spider man outfit, unfortunately drew a save from the Gunners keeper.  Good movement from Jeff, John J and Briscoe, could not penetrate the oppositions defence.
Another good attacking movement from Gunners saw them beat the keeper from a fluid one-two manoeuvre bringing the game to 2-0 before half time.  A subsequent attack saw Gunner denied from a rebound on the post.

H/T (0 – 2)

The second half started with Rovers picking up play, starting to get more midfield passing, connection and confidence.  Jim provided fresh legs and good covering at the back.

A quick powerful cross from Penman, deflected and handled by the gunners defence, led to a delayed decision from the referee to award a penalty.  Jeff stood up to the challenge, and slotted the ball low and hard in the bottom right corner.

Some good passing led to a long ball down the right wing, being chased by Briscoe, like a ferret down a hole, resulting in a tussle with the keeper.  Briscoe brushed the keeper and defender aside and confidently slotted the ball in the top left corner of the net.
Balmain, inspired by the turnaround, pressed forward and dominated the oppositions half for almost 10 minutes.  The closest chance, came from a fast ball curled in from the just outside the box on the right, to land at Hugo’s feet, a solid strike form 3 foot and 6 Cm out, went sailing towards the water…. The referee pondered and inspected the net for holes, prior to awarding the Goal Kick. 

F/T (2 – 3)

Pele Points:

3 – Jeff
2 – Briscoe 
1 – Jim
